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 Tuke, Chap. x. part of the 41 and 42 Verſes. 


And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto her, Martha» 
Martha, Thou art careful and troubled about many 


. | things, but one thing 15 needful. 


TT is hard to aſſign a more ſubſtantial Reaſon, for 
| the general _ Indifference among Chriſtian Profeſſors, . 
in relation to the Duties and Offices of Religion; than 

that Carefulneſi and Sollicitude which they utually em- 
loy, in the Management and Diſpoſal of their Worldly I fi 
nceruments: This diverts them from the purſuit of 75 
a more eſtimable Object; and by ſpending all their fer- V 
vour upon things of ſmall value, leaves nothing behind I P. 
but Coldneſs or Lukewarmneſs, for that which requires) 
and deſerves their moſt earneſt Application. A Proceed- th 
Ang ſo irrational and unaccountable as this, cannot poſ-  m 

ſibly be grounded upon any other Foundation, but the 

wrong Notions which are commonly enterrained of rhe | hi 
Advantages of this World and thoſe of a better: Whilſt B w, 
the nearneſs of the former, makes us look upon thoſe as | 
great and conſiderable ,, and the diſtance of the latter, gives 
them an Appearance little and contemptible. Our Saviour 
therefore, being deſirous to rot out an Error, ſo per- 
nicious and deſtructive to real Piety, and to that Zeal 
Which is requiſite to recommend our weak Performan- 
ces; endeavours to convince us in the Words of my 
. Text, That the beck of this World, whiche we vſually 

42 proſecute wit ſuch Tnduſtry and Care, are uſeleſs, Twr 
ad andinſignificant; if compared with the more ſolid c. 
2 vantages of Religion; which is the only thing indiſpen- 
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I of Martha; that While e whararrentling-bpon the nu- 
merous Gueſts, which the Preſence of our we 5 
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brought unto her Houſe; der ſiſter Mary ſat ſtill at his 
Feet, and liſtened to the weighty Doctrines which he 
delivered: Her ſerious attention to thoſe Divine 
Truths, which were of everlaſting moment and impor- 
tance; being an la by her as a leſs neceſſary Em- 


ployment, than t 
was converſant. And therefore our Saviour, tho' he 
does not wholly diſcommend a becoming Regard to 
Temporal Affairs, yet blames her Len and Anxtet 
in ſuch particulars; and he preferring them before ſuc 
Spiritual Entertainments, as were more eminent!y ufe- 
ul and advantagious. Martha, Martha, ſays he, (he re- 
peats her Name to ſhew the earneſtneſs of his Reprehen- 
ſion) thow art careful and troubled about many things, but one 
thing u nee dful. In my following Diſcourſe upon whigh - 
Words, I ſhall inſiſt upon the Proof of theſe Three 
Propoſitions. | | 

I. I ſhall ſhew that a Religions Converſation, is the only 
thing indiſpenſably neceſſary, in order to the Attain- 
ment of true Felicity: Iba the one thing necdful. 

II. I ſhall prove, That the greateſt and moſt uſual 
hinderance of a Religious Converſation, is the being too 
much troubled and careful about worldly things. | 

III. I ſhall examine, how far we may attend to the 
things of this World,” without ſuffering them to prejudice 
a Religions Converſation. nu. | 

1. Then I ſhall ſhew that a Religious Converſation is the 
only thing indiſpenſably neceſſary, in order to the At- 


tainment of true Felicity. 


F 


Happineſs is a purchale which all Men aim at, and yet 


few are ſo fortunate as to attain to; becauſe they gene- 
rally place it in the poſſeſſion of ſuch things, as are not 
of themſelves able to impart it; and by thus miſſing 
the Road at their firſt Setting out, they procure no- 
thing more by all their Pains and Travail, but the be- 
ing ſtill farther from their Jonrney's end. Thus ſome 
hope to find in it Riches or in Honours, and are won- 
gerfully Induſtrious in Ca ann 
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their Expectations moſt miſerably deceived; they are 
| ſatisfied wich them leis in the Lwarry than in the Choſe, | 55 
and Heppineſs is as diſtant from them as it was before: | ft. 
Others there are who ſeek after it in the Pleaſure of Senſe, Uf 
and the Allowance of a Wl thy Gs their Bratal Appe- | ſt⸗ 


_ .ritesz till they ate convinced by Ad Experience of the I Pt 
Emptineſs ot theſe Enjoyments; They feel chem to be] 
attended with Sorrow and Uneaſineſs, aud Happineſi is Ot 
as much a ſtranger to them as at the beginning of their | 2! 
Search. Whereas if their Cares were directed aright, T 
firſt to find out wherein Happineſs con ſiſts, and then to | 
contend for it:with their utmoſt dilgence; they might Pd 
attain to the poſſeſſion of it with much leſs pains than W. 

they uſually rake ro wander from it. In order there- 
fore to regulate our purſuit of ir, and to make out En- {ib 

. deayours after it become ſucceſstu}, ler us enquire into 


the truth of theſe following Maxims. Pu 

I. Trae Felicity can never be found without True Con- 0 
tentment. iss 
II. True Contentment cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt without f 

3 Peace of Conſcience. © be 
Þ III. Peace of Conſcience is inſeparably annexed to a Re- IN 
| ligious Life and Conver ſat ion. A 


All which Conſiderations, if undeniably true, do e- In 
vidently make out that Propoſition laid down, Thar a C= 
Religious Converſation is the only thing indiſpenſably necet- Nac 
ſaty, in order to the Attainment of true Felicity. 
1. Then I affirm, That tree Felicity can never be ad 
ound without true Contentment. „ 
2 What other Notion of Heppine/s can we entertain, AS 
5 but that inward Complacency which we take, when 
e find our Condition agreeable to our Deſires, and 
chat our Miſbes are not extended beyond our * | 
 *Yer this is the Eſſect of a true Contentment, whole proper 
. Office and Character it is, to curb and reſtrain our un- 
| Auly Appetites, and to-confine them within thoſe Ff 
 - Bounds which Providence has aſſigned them; for as} 
long as any of theſe are craving and ynſatisfy'd, ſo long 105 
| Is 
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N e n 
is the Man reſtleſs and uneaſy, ſo far is he removed 
from true Contentment. Since therefore Happineſs does 4 
undoubredly conſiſt in the Suitableneſs of our Circam- - "3 
ſtances, with our Deſires and Expectations, it isequally» == 
promoted, and as effectually compleated; whether Pro- b 
vidence enlarges our Enjoyments to the Extent of our Wiſhes, _* 
or whether we contract our Deſires to the Nerrowneſs of 
our Exjoyments: And this is the Reaſon why thoſe ver x 
Things perfect the Happmeſs of ſome, which cannot 
make up the Felicity of others; becauſe. the former are 
poſſels'd of that Content mant which the latter want, and 
without which true Felicity can never be found. But, 5 

2. I affirm further, That true Contentment cannot poſ—-— 
ſibly ſubſiſt without Peace of Conſcience. 3 
The Stings of an accuſing Conſcience are too ſharp and. 
pungent, to be born with any degree of Eaſe or Satiſ - 
faction; and that miſcrable Wretch who is exposd to 
its Laſhes, cannot be ſo inſenſible of his own fad Coudi- 
tion, as not earneſtly to deſire to be releagd from them 
he cannot but pant after that Quiet and Tranquility of 
Mind, with which-a wounded Spirit is incompatible, 1 
and muſt conſequently aim at ſome thing which he is "1 
not poſſeſt of; which is contrary to the Nature of true © 
Contentment, by which our very Wiſhes are regulated ac- 
according to our Condition: And therefore to ſuppoſe a 
Man contended without Peace of Conſcience, is to imagine 
a Man at Eaſe upon the Engine of his Torture, or Happy 
and well-pleaſed. under the molt intolerable Circumſtances. 
As a quiet. Conſcience is a continual Refreſhment, ſo a 
wounded one is a perpetual Uneaſineſs ;, and therefore true 
Contentment can no more ſubſiſt without Peace of Conſcienc, 
0 true Felicity can be found without true Com eni ment. 
Zut, bf i 
3. I affirm yet farther, That Peace of Conſcience is in- 
*parably annexed to a Religions Life and Chnverſation,* + 
Conſcience is that inwarq Judgement which we paſs 
upon Things; and the Peace of it reſults from the. - 
i: Puc Conformity of our Actions, with that Impartial Court 
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of r. which is erected within us: Thus if our 
roceedings are jeſt and laudable, we have nothing from 
within that claſhes with or contradiQs them; but our 
ils give an inward Approbation to them, and we 
find a ſenſible Sat ĩsfaction ariſe from their Performance: 
Wbereas, on the contrary, if we commit Things 
blamable and unlaw ful, we feel an inbred Principle that 
=  thwartsandoppoſes us; Conſcience flies in our Faces, and 
paoteſts againſt them: For God has not left himſelf 
- *'a Witneſs in our Hearts, which bears Teſtimony to the 
Reaſonableneſs of his Injunctions; and performs both 
parts of Judge and Executioner, by puniſhing as well as cen- 
ſering our Drſobedicnce to them. Every good Action 
which we have purpoſely omitted, every Wilful Tranſ- 
greſſion committed by us, expaſes us to the Laſhes of this 
Domeſtick Tormenter ; and nothing can preſerve us from 
the Terrors of it, but a Life that is innocent and inof- 
fenſive: Conſcience may indeed be ofteep in the wicked 
Man, and fo for ſome time let his Sins paſs unpuniſned; 
bur it will certainly awaken one time or another, it wil 
ronxe it [elf as. a Giant ,refreſhed with wine, and make ſad 
amends for its former Drowzineſs : nor can we give the 
title of Peace to this dull Security, any more than that o 
* Ref, to a fupid Letbargy: That Man therefore is only 
poſleſs'd of Peace of Conſcience, who has geenerally Ap- 
plied himſelf to a Religious Converſation ; and has 
conſtantly exerciſed himſelf in this, to have a Conſcience voii 
of Offence towards God and towards Man. 
1s have we ſeen the undeniable Truth of thoſe 
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Three great Maxims which I formerly laid down, andi te 
we find the Concluſion which ariſcs rom them to be po 

t bis: That ſince Peace of Conſcience can no otherwiſe bY re 
.» obtain'd, but by a Religious Life and Converſation ſince} g⸗ 
true Contentment can never ſubſiſt unleſs it be accompay th 
vied with Peace of Conſcience; nor true Felicity be cveſ tl 
found, but in the bleſſed Society of true Content ment f th 
therefore, a Religiom Converſation demonſtratively ap 
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\ pears, to be the only thing indiſpenſab'y neceſſary, in 4 
wes | c 
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der to our Attainment of true Felicity. Which was the 
firſt Propolicion laid down to be proved. I proceed ta 
the Proof of my 7 8 YA; a 
Second Propoſition, namely, That the greateſt and 
molt uſual binder ance of a Religious Converſation, is ur 
being too much troubled and careful about worldly things, 
We cannot at the ſame time ſerve God and. Mammon; 
we cannot make any inordinate Applications to the 
Things of this World, which will not clog and encumber 
us in our ſearch after Happineſs : The Paths are wholly 3 
different, which lead to the one and to the other; and it is 
a ridiculous Contradiction, to pretend to gotwo conttar > 
ways at the ſame time; as many ſteps as we advance 7} 
towards the one, ſo many do we remove Our-ſelves 
from the other; and by how much the cloſer we appllx 
Our ſelves to this World, by ſo much the mote do we 
eſtrange Our; ſelves from God and Goodneſs. What makes 
our Churches ſo thinly tence” throughout all the | 
Extent of this populous Kingdom, in compariſon of the - 
Numbers that might reſott unto them, eſpecially at tile 
more ordinary times of Divine Service? But too cloſe 
an Attendence upon worldly buſineſs, and an unwarrant- 
able carefulneſs for the Concernments of rhis Life? What 
makes our Charity ſo cold and fo contracted, when the 
Objects that ſhould excite: it are fo numerous and fo _ * 
moving? But too great a Fonaneſs for the things of this 
world, and a. faulty Solicitude for the Morrow ? \Whar 
prompts ſome Men to Injuſtice and a vicious Subriley in 
their Dealings, ro undermine their Competitors in In- 
tereſts or Prelerment? But the alluring proſpect of tem- 
poral Advantage, and the Profit which accrues from over- 
reaching their Brother? What makes others repine a- 
gainſt che Diſpenſations of Providence, when it thwarts 
their Deligns, or diſappoint theit Contrivances? But 
the Tenderneſs which they have for the Enfoyments f 
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nt this Life, and too Anxious a Concern for the Security of 

apy them? Were not theſe the great Hinderances of our R- 

or} Lia Converſation, We n uſually preter the Church 
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* d, before the Places of our worldly Buſineſs or idle 
Diverſions; we ſhould ſtretch out our Hands largely to 
our neceſſitated Brethren; we ſhould be juſt and up- 
right in our mutual Commerce; and ſhould never re- 
pine againſt God's good Pleaſure, but chearfully ſubmit 
”} towhatever he impoſes. This then is that Poyſon whitch 
 corrupts the Lif.- Blood of Piety, and ſheds its rank Infecti- 

e throughout every Vein. And that becauſe it is ſup- 
by Two agreeable Qualifications ; 1ſt, That it is 
Univerſal ; and adly, That it is, Pleufibk : For That is 
very likely to have a prevailling Influence, which is 
forcibly recommended by the general Practice, and has 
* in it ſelf that may frighten us from thep urſuit 


1 Then; Our being too much troubled and careful 
Aen. worlah) Things, is a very great Hinderance to our Re- 
=... — becauſe it is a Fault that is very Uni- 


Noching gives more Courage or Confidence to Im- 
pany; nothing makes is to be profeſſed more barefaced- 
yanda' ly than its being once become cuſtomary 
aul familiar; and ſupported by the number of its Practi- 
timer: Virtues grows almoſt out of countenance: by 
being ſngular; and few will court her for her Native 
Beauty, when the vogue of the World ſeems to run a- 
Pinſt her. But in what do Men more generally agree, 
min what. do their uſually differing Opinions more un- 

animouſſy concenter-? Than in applying themſelves 

wah the greateſt Induſtry, to the Concernments and Ad- 
_ wuvtage: Of the preſent World? Do they not all contend 

with a kind of Rivalſhip, which ſball moſt eminently 

promate their ſecalar Intereſt; whilſt the Means and 


& . Methods for advancing in true Piety, are in the mean 
while neglected and overlook'd ?' For when once Men 


Haven given. themſelves leave, to let the World: ſhare 
wich God in their Hearts; it will not be long before that 
will take the abſolute and. entire Poſſeſſion of them, be- 
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carry along with it any ſuch ſcandalous Appearance, as 


| : | | 9.) 8 * * * * n 
and ſo apter to influence unwary Minds, than the | 
Promiſes of ſuch Benefits as are chiefly in Revers: 
And becauſe alſo God is tempted to withdraw him- 
felf from them, who let ſuch empty Vanities ſtand. "i 
in competition with him. And when even thoſe few, 
who have a truer Notion of Religion, ſee the Current g 
Opinion to go wholly againſt them; how often are 
they perſwaded to ſwim with the Stream, and to let 
their Practices be agreeable to thoſe of other Men I till © 
thoſe Practices at laſt over-rule and prejudice their very i 
Fudgments , and make even them conformable to the * 
Conceptions ot the Multitude : So hard it is to reſiſt tie 
Contagion of ill Example! ſo dififult a thing to walk - 
right and unblamable, in the midſſ of a perverſe and crooe! 
Generation! But, | Tee . 
2. Our being too much careful and troubled about world- 
ly Things, is of very great Hinderance to a Religious Conder- 4 
ſation, becauſe it is a Fault extreamly plaufible. * ,- 
This over-concern for'things Temporal, does nor 
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may ſhock our Nature at the firſt view; but diſguiſes it 
ſelf under the tolerable ſemblance of a becoming Heedful- 
neſs and Proviſion for the future; and all thoſe Goſpel- 3 
Precepts which only ſtrike at a fupid Carrleſneſi, or an 
exceſſive Prodigality; ſhall b& interpreted in favour of 
this culpable Anxiety, and wreſted to the Patronage of 
theſe r for iuſtance, becauſe be hae 
provides not for bis Family, is ſaid to bs worſe than am Infidel;, 
therefote all Chriſtianity ſhall be made to conſiſt in care- 
fully making ſuch a Proviſion: And he that by buſying 
himſelf continually, to encreaſe his Subſtance or adyance 
his Fortune, withdraws his Thoughts from the Enter-- 7% 
tainments of Religion; ſtall think himſelf in the mean 
time a very boneſt Man, and but allowably employ'd in 
the Duties of his Calling. And when once the Devil 
gets ſuch an Advantage of us, as to make us miſtake 
our Failzgs for Perfechion:; to think we are 5 but 
what we ought, when we ate performing his * 
rud- 
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= Dreagery; he then has us in the condition which he is 
© belt able to improve, and which will gender his Temp- 


= cations moſt probably ſucceſsful: For it isall one o him, 
= be can but ruin us, whether he accompliſhes our De- 
ſtruction, by ſuch Tranſgreſſions as are groſs and -infa- 
ee, Ot by the Commiſſion of thoſe that have a more 
= favourable Appearance: And I queſtion not, but he per- 
daes many, that it is a tolerable Artifice, in order to 
grow Web or Great, to defraud their Brethren in a Bar- 
1 gain „or ſupplant them in ſome Place of Honour ot 
3 Advantage; who would be ſtartled at the Thoughts of 
| 


= a violent Robbery, tho that is full as excuſable in the fight 

= of God. But how ſhall bg who thus gives himſelf the li- 
= _ berty to act contrary to che Rules and Dictates of Reli- 
gion, cndure to take himſelf ſeriouſly to task, and to 
© <examine his Proceedings by the Chriſtian Standard ? 
Hie mnſt eicher renounce the former, or wave the latter; 

and the ſhame which muſt attend ſuch pious Reflecti- 

bons, will be as apt to deter him from entring upon 
© them, as the preſent Advantage of the Courſe he is en- 
= gaged in, will contribute to retain and to confirm him 
m That. Thus, whether we conſider the wniverſel Ex- 
ms of this ſpreading Vice, or the planſibleneſs of that 
= Semblance which it puts on, to deccive with; we find 
= -out being too muc careful and troubled about worldly 
” Things, to be a very great Hinderance to a Religious Con- 


=  werſetion , which was the ſecond Propoſition that we 


were to eſtabliſh, I go on to the Conſideration of 


the | f 
Third and laſt Propoſition; namely, To examine 
bv far we may ex” 
E out ſuffering them to prejudice a Religiom Converſation. 
5 While we are in this World, and have a Body to 
take care of, we cannot be excmptod from a due Con- 
cern for it; and God, who has not made us like the 
E Angels, free from all occaſions of worldly Convenien- 
ces; does not expect that we ſhould, like them, be 
wWolly dnaffectel wich Conc:ramenrs of that Nature : 


He 


* 


o the Things of this World, wich- 
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He only requires thus much at our Hands, that we "2 
ſhould keep within the Boundaries of Reaſon and Rt.-—-—- 
ligion, and not ſuffer that Care, which is very praiſes 
worthy, when duly regulated, to n mta a Sin, 
by ſwelling to a bulk unnatural and extravagant. In 
order therefore fo to govern our Actions, as that our 


Attention to the Thmgs of this Morld, may be conſiſtent 


4 4 
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with a Religiow Converſation, let us make uſe of the fol- 'Y 


lowing Directions. | * | 
& 11 us not contend for them out of their du: 
er. ö N | 

7 5 Let us not defire them beyond their juft Meaſure. 
3. Let us not purſue them with an over-eagernef.. 
1. Then, that our Puſuit of Worldly Things max 
be conſiſtent with a Religious Converſation; let us nat 
contend for themout of their due Order. We muſt not 
ive them the higheſt place in our AﬀeCtions, which 
ave only a Title to the loweſt, in prejudice of thofe 
which ſhould be ſought before them. He that makes 


Riches his chief Aim, and Piety his next, will never 
cordially embrace the latter, or have a Bleſſing upon 
the former: The Miſer's Leſſon in the Poet, Luarends 7 
Pecumia pr imum et, Virtus pot Nammos, to ſeek Mony firſt 
and Piety afterwards; may be a found Aphoriſm in the 


Covetous Man's Politicks, but will never hold in Cbri- 
ſtian Ethicks, Our Saviour has given us the Reverſe of 
that Rule, Seek ye firſt (ſays he) the Kingdoms of God and 


his Righteouſneſs , and all theſe things ſhall be added unto eu- 


Our carlieſt Application muſt be for Spiritual Advan= 

tages; when we have fully diſcharged our Duty in that 
articular, we may then not only lawfully but hopeful- 
y and ſucceſsfully apply Our-ſelves to the Secking after 


worldly things; ſince we are not barely allowed to da 1 
ſo, but, are promiſed that they ſhall be added unto us., And 
- what now can be more reaſonable; than that the No- -? 


bler part of acompoundcd Being, ſhould have its Ends 
ſeryed and Occaſions provided for, before the infe- 
| ” riour - 
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ſulted, ſooner than the Bodys: What is more agree- 
E able to the Rules of Prudence, than firſt to ſecure to 


Our ſelves our chief Advantages, before we attend to 
ſuch as are meander, to endavour to make ſure of ever. 


= laſting Happineſs, rather than of ſuch Enjoyments as 
ate bur ttanlicory? And yet this all God requires ar 


E our Hands, That we would give Him the Preference 


” 


1 4 
Veld may net be incompatible with a R 

= Conycrſation ; Let us not deſire them beyond their 

= juſt Mcafure. He that gives himſelf the Liberty of 
letting looſe his Deſires 

chat which ſhould have fatisficd them, and become the 


© craving and ſtill tinſatisfied. 


above this World; and not prepoſterouſly ſet thoſe 


f 4 Things uppermoſt, which Nature as well as Religion 
WE. bas placed infinitely , 


beneath him. Bur, 
2. That our Endeavour after the Thin of this 
eligious 


will find chem enlarged by 


more ravenous the more they are pampered; like a 


I dropſical Man, that the more he pours down, does 


but nouriſh his Diſtemper, and make his Thirſt more 


| 2 violent. When our Wiſhes and Expectations have 
= - once paſſed thoſe bounds and limits, which God and 


Nature have appointed for them; they have nothing 


A 


then to reſtrain their Licentiouſneſs, they will ſtill be 
Indeed the Neceſſaries and the Conveniences of this 


* 


Y Life, we may in their due ſubordination to things better) 
both ſafely and commendably endeavour to attain to; 


but what ever is beyond this, is ſuperfluous and extra- 


#4 
"= 
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in no wiſe juſtifiable. 


= vagant; and tho' ſometimes they may be poſſeſsd with- 
out forfeiting our Innocence, yet they can never be made 
the Aim of our Purſuit, without ſuch a Solicitude as is 

To make proviſion for the Fleſh, to 


ſupply its Neceſſities, is the propet Duty of a Man 
and a Chriſtan; but to fulfil the Iuſts thereof, is only the 
Employment of a Beaſt and an Epicure: And they 
have a great Account to make up hereafter, to whom 
God has given a large ſhare of the Thing = 11 
ü | OT1d ; 


. 6 * 8 . "Im 7 
ly G * . * 1 * 
n 5 Nn 


pd * ; * * * * | ' | 
on”... k 
th $ Intereſt ſhould be con- 


mm pj <2 > £ 


OO OmMmRsgLL ot 


— 2282 


41 


„ A 


World; ſince every Mif management and Abuſe of 
thoſe Talents, will certainly one day be urged aganuiſt \ I 
them. How unreaſonably then does that Man act, who 
induſtriouſly aims at the Poſſeſſion of ſuch things, as 
are apt to enſnare him to make ill uſe of them; and yet 
muſt be ſeverely reckon'd for, if they are ſo mifuled. ® 
The Apoſtle adviſes, That bving Food and Ramat 
(which imply all the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of 
Life, according to that Station in which Ged has been 
pleaſed to fix us) we ſhould therewith be contented; thele 
things God has 2 bountifully to afford us, who 
will not take leſs care of , than he does of the Raven: 
and the Lilies of the Fields : And a Proviſion of this kind 
which anſwers all our wants, will enable us to ſerve 
him chearfully and without diſtraction; whereas ur 7 
Endeavours after extravagant Engagements, will but un- 
ſettle our thoughts and divert them from our But 
3. That our Carefulneſs for the Things of this World 
may not ſhock' our Religious Convexſatibn, let us not 
pam them with an over-cagerneſs. Too great a Fond- 
eſs for things of this Nature, is always attended with _ |} 
an equal Indifference, for ſuch as are more truly valu- 
able in themſelves; and we rob Devotion of ſo much 
warmth, to keep up the heat of theſe extravagant De- 
ſires. By indulging this humour, we are led inſenſibly, to 
confine our Deſires to thoſe only Objects; and by being 
too earneſt in the Purſuit of them, we too often gro 
careleſs of all things elſe. For how can we think of diſ-—-ᷓ 
engaging Our; ſelvs from thoſe Enjoyments, which out 
Souls ate ſo very eager to poſſeſs > How can we reſolve 
to lay down all, if God and Religion ſhould require it at un 
Hands, when we ſuffer Qur-fclves to be thus rivetted ro 
them, by the Tenency and Earneſtnefs of our ungover- 
table Wiſhes. It is impoſſible that Devotion ſhould have 
any true inteteſt there, where the World (its Enemy), 
is fo ſtrongly affected, or that Two, whoſe Maxime 
are fo very contradiQory, ſhould find a hearty: VVel- 4 
come within the ſame Bofom. If then we deſign to kecſg 
Fan ; uw 4 


- 


© CY = & = 


7 EY * ks * n a 
p * 


D N i Me. * [I . W "a. 
> ad] * » , A rage” 8 
oY - ut __— # * * * * Sj * 
| ) = / 


© ” 
a * td LL. N 
e = * 


ine oats; ans Oy — 
bp Convetfacſon that | y be religious and unblame- 
ble: We mult curb the V olence of out deſires, in re- 
= lation 0 Lemm oral Things, and not ſuffer the bent of 

& out Minds ind Affection to be carried towards them 
Vith an over- fondneſs. Thus if we take care for the 

& Things of this Worid, in their own due order, within their 
_ Juſt == And without too great an Eagernelſs; we may 
* Kiely attend to the Enjoy ment of them, without any 
= prejudice ta a Religious Converſation. Which is the 
> , third and laſt Propoſition that we were to enquire into. 
EF © Arid now I have gone over the three General Heads 
= which I laid down as the Subject of my preſent Dif- 


"TA. 
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= courſe; and have ſhewn in che firſt that a Religi 
4 Converſation is the only thing indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
mn order to the attainment ot true Felicity; and that 
becauſe true Happineſs is the eflect of true Contentment, 
= which cannot be obtained without Peace of Conſcience, 

= which is the 3 Reſult of a Religious Converſa- 
tion; I have proved 2dly, That to much trouble and 
© carefulneſsfor the Things of this VVorld, is a great Hin- 
= derance to. a Religious Converſation; becauſe it is a 
= Faulc that is grown fo univerſal, and that puts on fo 
fair and plauſible an Appearance. And I have exa- 
= mined 3dly and laſtly, How far we may attend to the 
Things of this V Vorld, without ſuffering them to pre- 
= judice a ae. an Converſation ; which we may, by 


FE Firſt, Is Religion the neceſſary forcrunner of Happineſi, 


in the o:ber? How unreaſonable then do thoſe Men 
at, who deſite the End, and yet neglect the Mean, 
There is no Man amongſt us, but what wiſhes to be 
Happy; we have longings after it implanted in our ve- 
ry Nature; unleſs then we will act contrary to the Di- 
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a Religious Life, this is the ſtrait Road that leads us thi-' 


ther; and we cannot expect to reach our —— end, 


if we will lazily ſit down without going rwards, or 

ryeſly ſtrike out of the High-way to Happineſs. We 
ies all che encouragement imaginable to proceed; Fe- 
licity attends us at the End of our Race; and we artive at 
that by the moſt pleaſant Stages, of Peace of Conſcience 
and T rue Conrentment ; the former is the ſeaſoning of 
all other Enjoyments, and the latter makes all Condi- 
tions eaſy an ! delightful Let theſe Conſiderations 


then engage us to preſs forwards, and to be always con- 
verſant in the Exerciſes of Religion, which are the ne- 


ceſſa ualifications for true Felicity. 
Sal thing, 
prove a 


1155 Does our being too careful about worldly 
inderance and Impediment to a Religious Con- 


verſation, and thereby obſtruct the way to True Felicity? _ 


Let this then oblige us to diſentangle Our-ſelves from 
roo great a concernment or ſolicitude for them. What 
can they offer to engage our Affections, that is com- 
patable to the Benefits of which they would deprive 
us? Can they give us True Hayy: which they would 
raviſh from us? Are not all their Entertainments Va- 
nity and Emptineſs? And ſhall theſe then weakly 
byaſs us to renounce Solid Advantages and Subſtantial 
Enjoyments? What, tho the generality of Men are 
miſled by them, Shall we be a aſhamed to be ſingularly 
Virtuous? What tho' the purſuit of them is ſeldom 
condemned, becauſe it puts on a plauſible apperance, 
ſhall we fooliſhly doat upon and grow fond of a Vice, 
becauſe it has the Name or the reſemblance of a Vir- 


tue? Let us fix our Affections upon real Piety, which 


will certainly conduct us to True Felicity; and not fond- 


ly be enamoured upon the Counter feit of it, which will 


only miſled us from the paths of Happineſs. 
hirdly and Laſtly, May we fo apply Our: ſelves 
to the Things of this World, as not to prejudice our Reli- 
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Qates of that, we muſt endeavour. and aim at #we Fe-. 
licity : Now to this nothing (you ſee) can conduct us but 
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Converſation, or debar us from that Happineſs which 
ij the Conſequence of it. Let us then reſolve to purſue 
them with ſach Caution, as may ſecure to us the Good 
Things of this Life, without forfeiting our Title to the 
& Enjoyment of a Better. Let our Care be firſt directed 
to the Attainment of ſuch Things, as are moſt truly va- 
= Juable and deſirable; let our Deſites of Temporal Bleſ- 
= . ſlings be confined within the Bounds of a due and be- 

| coming Moderation; and let theſe worldly Things be rie- 
ver ſought for by us wich too great a Fondneſs, or too 
ce nager a Purſuit: So. ſhall we make the Things of this 
mild uſeful and ſubſervient to the Advantages of another, 
-which otherwiſe managed would be prejudicial to them; 
ſo may we make that Wealth a means of raiſing us up, 
= which would clſc prove an occaſion of our greater falling. 
Thu ſhall we enjoy the Bleſſings of both Worlds, by 
not ſuffering the Baſer of them to out- rival the Nobler; 
we may thro God's Aſſiſtance ſo paſs rhro* things temporal, 
as that finally we loſe not the Things that are eternal; we 

nay at once be duly careful for the Concerns of this 
Life, and yet not ncglect the One Thing needful. 


Jo God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, Three 
© Perſons but One God, be aſcribed all Honour 
Power, Might, Majeſty, and Dominion, hence- 
forth, and for evermore. Amen, ET "IP 
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